
NHNHRMC Pathology & Laboratory Services 
Specimen Collection Quick Reference Guide  

 

Blood Collections 

Red  
• Digoxin, Trough, Keppra, Amiodarone 

Dk Green 
• Ammonia (on ice, delivered within 30mins) 

Lt Blue 
• PT/INR 
• PTT 

Lavender 
• CBC, CBCD, HH, Platelets, WBC, ESR 
• HA1C 
• Type & Screen, Crossmatch (Blood Bank) 

Gold 
• Vit B12, Vit D25, PSA 
• Iron, Ferritin, TIBC, Iron Saturation, ANA 

Gray 
• Lactic Acid (on ice) 

 

Lt Green 
• PST, ProBNP, Vancomycin, Digoxin, MG, TSH 
• BMP, CMP, HFP, Renal, Uric, Lipids, Chemistries 

 

 

 

Microbiology Collections 

       
GeneXpert 

Urine 
Transport 

Urine CT/GC 

Universal Viral 
Transport Media 

Molecular Viral Tests 
COVID-19, Flu, RSV, 
Respiratory Panel, 

HSV, VZV 

Sterile Container 
Urine, body 
fluids, tissue 

cultures, stools, 
fresh respiratory 

specimens 
(culture, AFB, 
pneumonia 

panel) 

Urine 
Preservative 

Urine 
cultures 

Eswab 
Molecular 

Strep tests,  
non-tissue 
cultures, 

fungal 
cultures 
(ø AFB) 

Cervical Swab 
Vaginal, 

endocervical, 
throat, rectal for 

CT/GC 
(ø trichomonas) 

Culturette 
Swab 

Group B 
Strep 

Screens 

 

Cytology & Pathology Collections 

    
CytoLyt 

Breast discharge 
ThinPrep Vials 

GYN Pap Tests, HPV, 
 CT/GC, Trichomonas 

Formalin 
Tissue biopsies 

Sterile Container 
Urine cytology 

 

Note: Light Green is preferred 
tube for most chemistry tests 

(Gold is acceptable) 
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